
March 24, 2020 

Dear AMS Parents and Guardians, 

As we continue to navigate through our online learning delivery model during these 
unprecedented times, we would like to provide you with a few updates on how teachers 
will assess both students' in-school academic performance through March 13, 2020 and 
their performance during the dismissal period where learning will continue to occur 
remotely.  First and foremost, we realize that given all that is transpiring within our 
community and worldwide, many students cannot be expected to fully do their best work 
while being isolated, shifting to online learning, and experiencing a myriad of other 
changes.  

During these uncertain times you can be sure that, along with continuing to maintain a 
sense of academic normalcy, your AMS faculty and staff is here to provide students and 
families empathy, kindness, and trust.  The last thing we are aiming to do is create 
additional stress during our time apart.  With all of this in mind, below are guidelines and 
updates pertaining to grading and assessment that we would like you to be aware of: 

3rd Marking Period Guidelines 

• We are going to close the third marking period and not commingle newly created 
online-based assignments with class work completed prior to March 13, 2020.  

• Teachers will use their professional judgement when determining how to best 
grade assignments that were in progress prior to March 13th and completed 
during the dismissal period.  Additionally, teachers may choose to omit certain 
assignments due to our dismissal.  

• A tentative quarterly grade of “Incomplete” in the Aspen Family Portal will be 
issued to any student who has outstanding assignments for the 3rd Marking 
Period.  Students will be given until April 8, 2020 to submit missing work. 
Please note that a grade of “Incomplete” is not a bad thing.  It is designed to 
give students additional time to complete assignments due to extenuating 
circumstances and will be changed once those assignments are 
submitted.  Teachers will reach out to students and parents with missing 
assignments and inform them of such and communicate how assignments can 
be made up and submitted.  We anticipate publishing 3rd Marking Period 
report cards after April 20th. 

Interim 4th Marking Period Guidelines 

• Relative to new assignments, a three-tiered placeholder system will be used in 
the interim.  We are aiming to not leave any student behind who makes an 
attempt to participate and engage in their learning during these unprecedented 
times. Our rationale for this is student-centered and multi-layered and includes 
issues pertaining to, but not limited to, appropriate access, IEP mandates, 504 
regulations, potential external/personal challenges, etc.  As such, we will allow 



students to revisit unsatisfactory work when school resumes, or when guidance 
from NYSED has been provided.  

Therefore, the three tiers for grade reporting in Aspen gradebooks for the Interim 4th 
Marking Period are as follows: 

• “NG” No Grade = assignment not submitted 
• “U” Unsatisfactory = assignment submitted but does not meet minimum 

requirements 

• Any passing numeric grade (ex. 7/10,  85%, 65-100, etc.) = assignment graded 
as per the usual  

We will continue to monitor all state and federal guidance in the areas of grading and 
assessment, and will provide you with updates as needed.  This is certainly not a 
dilemma unique to ACSD.  As always, thank you for your continued support and 
partnership as we continue to work together for the common goal of educating our 
students, no matter the circumstances.  

We hope that you and your family continue to be healthy and safe in these uncertain 
times. 

Sincerely, 

John Griesmer, Ed.D.  
Principal                                                                                                                              
                             

Keith Crombie 
Assistant Principal      

 


